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cipally in that character; the effect which the teaching
produces as teaching, it is supposed to produce as reli-
gious teaching, and religion receives the credit of all
the influence in human affairs which belongs to any
generally accepted system of rules for the guidance
and government of human life.

Few persons have sufficiently considered how great
an influence this is; what vast efficacy belongs natu-
rally, to any doctrine received with tolerable unanimity
as true, and impressed on the mind from the earliest
childhood as duty. A little reflection will, I think,
lead us to the conclusion that it is this which is the
great moral power in human affairs, and that religion
only seems so powerful because this mighty power
has been under its command.

Consider first, the enormous influence of authority on
the human mind. I am now speaking of involuntary
influence; effect on men's conviction, on their per-
suasion, on their involuntary sentiments. Authority
is the evidence on which the mass of mankind believe
everything which they are said to know, except facts
of which their own senses have taken cognizance. It
is the evidence on which even the wisest receive all
those truths of science, or facts in history or in life,
of which they have not personalty examined the
proofs. Over the immense majority of human beings,
the general concurrence of mankind, in any matter of
opinion, is all powerful. "Whatever is thus certified to